
Subject: DT  

Adaptive teaching plan 

Barriers to learning Adaptations required Resources needed 

Communication and Interaction 
Difficulties following multi-step 
instructions 
Receptive language difficulties 
Turn-taking/interaction difficulties 
 

Practical demonstration of skills with 
written prompts (dual coding) 
Paired work 
Adults to support/model  
Flip/Smartboard to show steps 
Word bank 
 

Vocabulary prompts/word bank 
Share WAGOLL of the final product and 
where possible, different stages of the 
project. 
Instructions/WAGOLL on flipchart/smart. 
Clear visual cue to refer to.  

Cognition and Learning 
Working memory difficulties 
Difficulties retaining learning  
 
 

Practical learning e.g. use of tools 
Mixed ability partners 
Scaffolding of question types when 
evaluating (oral) 
Lessons are sequential and build on 
previous learning 
Break tasks into small chunks 
Visual cues  
Chn experience making a prototype/mock 
up to problem solve before main product. 
 

Visual cues 
Demonstration of skills first  
Opportunity to practice skills 

Social, Emotional and Mental Health 
Listening and attention 
Impulse control 
Group work – sharing/turn-taking  
Reluctance/anxiety re challenging 
projects 
 

Pupil grouping - Assign group roles 
Tasks are ‘chunked’ with movement 
breaks 
All pupils to be given a role to engage in 
the learning  

Visual prompts 
 



Gentle reminders that DT is trial and 
error, mistakes will be made and that’s 
ok.  
Adult modeling resilience and 
overcoming barriers/errors. 
Chn experience making a prototype/mock 
up to problem solve before main product. 
Evaluate throughout - what is going 
well/working? What is challenging? What 
should we change? How can we 
overcome this? 
 

Sensory and Physical 
Hearing impairment (HI) 
 
Visual impairment (VI) 
 
Sensory needs (e.g. environment is noisy 
or hot, sticky hands, etc) 
 
Fine and gross motor skills (FGMS) 
 

HI - Alter the position of the child in the 
class – check in with them what is 
comfortable re: sound levels 
Sit at front 
 
VI – copy of IWB slides/visuals enlarged 
Sit at front 
May need ‘hand over hand’ 
demonstration of skills 
 
Sensory needs - group so peers can 
support with certain tasks, e.g. rubbing 
ingredients by hand/sticky hands.  
 
FGMS - e.g. give softer wood to 
someone to allow them to experience 
sawing. Adult support.  
 

Regular checks on hearing aids, that they 
are being worn correctly, also batteries 
 
Assistive technology as appropriate 
 
Specialised tools/resources for each area 
of DT, e.g scissors, clamps, saws, easy 
grip, etc. 

 


