
 

Vocabulary Progression - Geography 

 Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3  

Year R 
vocabulary  

school, home, shops, beach, road, hot, 
cold, sun, cloud, rain, snow, ice, train, bus 

map, travel, ferry,  season, weather, frost, 
forwards, backwards, turn (directions), 
close, far 

journey, transport, world, country, city, 
dockyard, bus station, train station, 
Portsmouth, England, sea, land 

Year 1 
vocabulary  

hot, sun, snow, ice, cloud, weather, beach, 
objects, road, building, school,  station, 
field, country, sea, land,  sand, houses, 
shops 

seasons, spring,  summer,  autumn,  winter,   
coast,  city, ferry, tide, town,  island, map 

climate, temperature, thermometer,          
equator, north, south, pole,   continent, 
harbour, port,  county,  capital, scale, 
landmarks, dockyard,  promenade, coastline, 
cliff , tourist, hovercraft, pier 

Year 2 
vocabulary  

countries,  street, buildings,    palace, 
traffic, transport,   rain,    seasons,     
beach,    month,      hills,    weather 
mountains, countryside,    

continent,    capital city,           similarities, 
differences,     north, south, east, west,    
natural, coast,  landmarks,    city,   ocean     

locate, atlas, globe, coordinates,              
physical features, human features,   monsoon, 
climate, torrential, humid           equator,  
tropical,  agriculture 

Year 3 
vocabulary  

city,  town, shelter, village,  island, 
mountain,  river , rock,  height, building, 
walls,  battle,  tower,  arrows,   hill 

continent, settlement        population, 
trade,   food source,  marsh, bog,  coast, 
coastline,  route,  waterfall, slope, range, 
peak,      steep,  base, foot, harbour,  
defences,  placement,   observe,  mound 

migration, rural, suburban,  climate     density, 
natural resources, hamlet,   mainland,  water 
cycle, tributary       floodplain,  meander,    
mouth,       delta, summit, mott,  bailey,   moat,   
keep,  battlement,   drawbridge,  portcullis,  
camber,  strategic                                                         

Year 4 
vocabulary  

languages,  city,  volcano,  mountain,   
desert,   lake,   river,   rainfall,   forests,  
northern,    southern,   law,   transport,    
railway,    countryside,    village,     farming 

locate,   population,  currency,  trade,  
extinct,   habitat,   temperature, average,    
equator, tropical,   continent,    tourist,  
industry,     canal,      settlement,  increase,   
factories 

ranges,  landform,   fault lines,   arctic,  
antarctic,   polar,   climate,   annual,  
temperate,  hemisphere,   climate zone,  
biomes,   vegetation belt,    arid,   flora,   fauna,   
terrain,    migration,  revolution,  urban,   rural,    



 

       manufacturing,    empire,   pollution 

Year  5 
vocabulary  

maps    north     south     east     west      
city      local      modern      trade      port   
solid     liquid    volcano     earthquake        
ocean     countries     

continent      climate      tourist        
landmark       leisure        ancient       
settlement       population       resources      
inhabit       core     crust        iron     dome      
extinct       tsunami     eruption    equator      
rationing    European     produce    factories    
docks      divert   international       border      

orienteering           ordinance survey          
elevation          terrain           compass            
district           economic       mantle    tectonic 
plates       plate boundaries    magma        lava       
fault lines composite      shield      dormant        
convoy       Allies  Axis         hemisphere     export     
import       origin        territory       expansion          
Blitz 

Year 6 
vocabulary  

travel        cruise      leisure    transport        
stream    desert     waterfall      tourism       
trade     rubber      layer     medicine        statue      
landmarks      transportation       language         

equator            continent      arid    hemisphere        
climate        temperature         industrial      fertile    
population    tropical        humid         species           
minerals       habitat         mammal        tribes       
tobacco       cotton        European       urban      
rural         pollution         landscape 

source          meander         mouth        tributary        
springs           oxbow lakes        delta       sediment         
biomes         floodplain         vegetation belt         
erosion         estuary           irrigation         latitude         
longitude         temperate        deforestation          
ecosystem          decompose       canopy            palm 
oil         logging       understorey          emergent       
oxygen      flora     fauna         extraction           native    
natural sources   MiddlePassage     commerce      
human impact      export          import         plantation   
manufacture               trade triangle    


