
Bold words form our repeated learning. 

 

Vocabulary Progression - History 

 Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3  

Year R vocabulary  old(er), young(er), now, today, 
digging 

long time ago, change, time, yesterday, 
tomorrow, similar, different, king, queen, 
prince, princess, dinosaur 
 

palaeontologist, fossil, discovery, investigate, 
relation, grandparent 

Year 1 vocabulary  past, old, new, young, days, 
months, years, king, queen, 
prince, princess, 
 

change, time, throne, radio, invention, 
skeleton, crocodile, dinosaur 

television, broadcast, traditional, 
modern, cobbler, reign, coronation, ragged 
school, fossil, curiosity, palaeontologist, 
Victorian 

Year 2 vocabulary  recently, before, present, after, 
now, later,  past, changes, time, 
long time ago, bucket, flames, 
illness, rich, poor 
 

narrow, bakery, diary, firefighting, fire 
engine, hospital nurse, soldiers, medicine, 
disease, battlefield  

London, streetscape, disaster, River Thames, 
explosive, fire hooks, monument,  
Crimean War, Jamaica, cholera, hygiene 

Year 3 vocabulary  centuries,  humans, caves, knives, 
tools, village,  roads , kingdom ,  
burial ,  trade, religion,  port, 
cannon, royal, castle, marriage, 
portrait  

settlement, ancient, period, evolve,  
communication, carving, tribe, warrior, 
sanitation, voyage, raiding, invade, 
conquer, longboat, Tudors, divorce, 
monarchs, reign, executioner, Mary Rose 

BC, AD, dweller, hunter-gatherer, Stone Age, 
Iron Age, Palaeolithic, Bronze Age, Picts,              
Scots, Vikings, Anglo-Saxons, Danelaw, 
Britannia, dark ages, Sutton Hoo, flagship, 
archaeologist, court, Catholic, Protestant, 
reformation, Spanish Armada, Tudor Rose      
 
 
 
 
                                                                                      



Bold words form our repeated learning. 

Year 4 vocabulary  entertainment,  stage,  actor,  writer,    

theatre, ancient, religion, palace, 
centuries, invention, chimney, 
steam, electric, soldiers 

jousting, jesters, bear-baiting, balcony, 
architect, architecture, comedy, tragedy, 
nobles, audience, conquered, invade, 
settlement, empire: emperor, rebellion, 
villa, temple, , senate, era,  
upper class, middle class, working class, 
British Empire, soot, locomotive, factory, 
suspension bridge 

proscenium stage, thrust stage,  
Groundlings, The Gallery/ The Gods, 
playwright, scribe, Elizabethan, amphitheatre,  
aqueduct, gladiator, mosaic, hypocaust, 
chariot, legion, Victorian, pre-Victorian, 
post-Victorian, workhouse, Industrial 
Revolution, Great Exhibition, chimney sweep, 
ragged school, electrical telegraph 
 

Year  5 vocabulary  ancient, theatre, sculpture, 
soldiers, athlete, alphabet, 
religion, bomb, explosion, armed 
forces,  conflict   

Olympics, civilisation, philosophy,  
mythology, empire,  
democracy, architecture,  
government, conquer, military, troops, 
siren, invade, evacuee, evacuation, 
liberation, dictator, propaganda,  
gas mask, rationing, warden 

Marathon, deity, hoplite, Olympus, 
amphitheatre, BC, AD, pantheon, air raid, The 
Blitz, Gestapo, Holocaust, DDay, Nazi  Axis, 
Allies 

Year 6 vocabulary  ancient,  religion,  tomb,  desert       

discovery, ceremony, calendar,       

carving, worship, jaguar, priest, 

disease, cruelty,  law, equal,           

triangle, prison , capture,  transport       

civilisation, slave, deity, monument, 
irrigation, pyramid, archaeologist, 
mythology, excavate, inscription, scribe, 
temple, famine, drought,  sacrifice, invade, 
empire, ritual, tolerance, auction, 
government, slave, BC, AD, era, 
demonstration, citizens, protest, humanity, 
continent, hemisphere, boycott, equator 

canopic jar, papyrus, pharaoh, sarcophagus, 
Nile, dynasty, polytheism, mummification, 
shaduf, hieroglyphs, conquistador,  
codex, indigenous, logogram, plantation,  
abolition, Middle Passage, segregation, civil 
rights, apartheid, transatlantic 

 


