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The aim of teaching and learning a foreign 

language is to develop an appreciation of the 

diversity of languages and an awareness of 

cultural differences in other countries. 

It has been stated that 'the younger the better', the 

idea that young children are intrinsically better language learners, and 

will therefore become more proficient more quickly. 

Learning a language enriches the curriculum, providing excitement,  

enjoyment and  challenge for children helping to create enthusiastic  

learners and to develop positive attitudes to language learning  

throughout life. The natural links between languages and other areas of the  

curriculum can enhance the overall teaching and learning experience.  

 

St George’s pupils are fortunate to have a specialist 

teacher whose first language if French to deliver our 

MFL curriculum.  The benefit of having Mrs Boukraa 

is the children learn native French with the trues 

French accent. Mrs Boukraa is also employed by 

EMAS as a bilingual support assistant for Arabic and French.   

 
Why we teach a modern foreign language (MFL): 
Language learning supports oracy and literacy Children spend much of 

their time in language lessons speaking, listening and interacting - more 

than in most other subjects  

Language learning leads to gains across the curriculum Children approach 

a broad range of learning activities in a new and challenging context; 

these relate to mother tongue literacy, to mathematics and other subject 

areas such as geography, music and citizenship. This can lead to deep 

learning and significant gains in their general 

understanding as they recall, apply and reinterpret existing 

knowledge.  

Language learning supports and celebrates the international  

dimension  

They experience another culture and to reflect upon their own cultural identities  

and those of other people. 

 
 

 
When teaching French we:- 
 encourage active participation 

 foster an interest in learning another language; 

 raise awareness that language has a structure, and that this structure 

differs from one language to another; 

 develop speaking and listening skills. 

 encourage enjoyment, pride and a sense of achievement; 

 explore and apply strategies to improve their learning; 

 explore cultural identities and those of others.  

 

Curriculum. 
Children enjoy taking an active part in language lessons. They join in with 

singing, reciting rhymes and poems, and respond to stories.  

Our MFL curriculum starts as the children enter KS2.  The skills taught 

include; listening, speaking, reading , writing and intercultural 

understanding.  These develop over the years, for example a child in year 

will say or repeat a few words and short simple phrases – e.g. what the 

weather is like; naming classroom objects. A y6ar 6 child will take part in a 

simple conversation, express an opinion whilst becoming more accurate and 

beginning to use  intonation.  

 

The French lessons include: 

 learning French vocabulary 

 asking and answering questions 

 teaching of basic French grammar and spelling patterns 

 playing games and learning songs and poems 

 using language that has been taught in role play situations 

 researching and learning about life in France 

 beginning to write phrases, sentences and some paragraphs 

 French will be used in displays that relate to the children’s learning. 

 

Languages other than French may be used within individual classes and 

topics, but French will be the main, assessed language. 

 

 

 


